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while the series of illustrations, consisting of nebula of
various forms, nebulous stars, double stars, comets, etc.,
gave me the opportunity of bringing home to the mind,
through the medium of the eye, the wonderful series of
evidences in support of this most wonderful theory.

On the first evening my audience was respectable, on
the second evening my house was filled, and on the third
it was overflowing. During the entire course every oppor-
tunity was taken to lay before my audience the exceeding
beauty and wonderful magnificence of the heavens as seen
through the great telescopes abroad, as I had conceived in
the outset some rude notion of a plan by means of which
we might be placed in possession of an instrument in all
respects comparable with the finest in Europe. From the
history of the celebrated Dorpat Equatorial, manufactured
by Frauenhofer of Munich, and sold at cost to the Em-
peror of Russia, I learned that its cost did not much exceed
five thousand dollars. This amount did not appear to me
to be beyond the possibility of being reached, and the more
familiar I became with the thought the smaller it seemed,
until finally I fixed in my mind the sum of seven thousand
five hundred dollars as the amount which should form the
lowest limit, and this sum to be appropriated for the pur-
chase of instruments alone, leaving to future effort the
additional sums which might be needed in the accomplish-
ment of the enterprise.

My lectures were continued until about the last of April,
when I drew the course to a close, feeling that a sufficient
impression had been made to warrant an attempt to put in
execution a plan which I had digested and deliberately
adopted, with the full purpose of carrying it out to com-
pletion. The last lecture of the course was received with
uncommon favor, and I received a written request, signed
by many of my audience, to repeat it in the great Wesley
chapel, a church which It is said will hold some two or
three thousand persons.

I consented to comply with the request; and having
selected some of my finest telescopic views, I determined
to announce my plan at the close of the lecture aad com-f deeply interesting.L , . , We \v<*re really Hternry
